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GROUND BREA

FOR HABITAT

by stephen dupuis

i roundbreaking ceremonies are a dime a dozen in
our business. Don't get me wrong, I think they
are important celebrations, but it can be hatrd to

tell the difference between the photos of suits wearing
hardhats while cutting ribbons, popping champagne corks
ot digging with shiny shovels.

Recently, however, I participated in a ground breaking
that was special in many ways. First and foremost, it was
for a 20-unit affordable home ownership project by
Habitat for Humanity Toronto that will provide safe,
decent and affordable homes for 96 men, women and
children currently living in substandard housing,

With the support of its members, BILD is proudly
sponsoring its sixth Habitat home at this site at 1500
Weston Rd. This was my first opportunity to meet the
mother of the family of four who is eagerly looking
forward to moving out of shared space with her sister into
a newly built home where she can better face the
challenges of raising two autistic children,

It’s at moments like these that the irhportance of giving
back to the community hits home, literally and
figuratively. Having just met that courageous mother, the
comment made by local MPP Laura Albanese that all the
partner families are “rich in dignity and aspirations”
seemed so apropos.

This particular ground breaking was of the shiny-shovel
variety but the occasion was mote about Habitat breaking
new ground as a Green builder than it was about turning
over some sod. Not only will this be Habitat's first
GreenHouse certified development, but it will also be one
of the first developments to take advantage of Ontario’s
new Green Energy Act through an innovative solar
technology component.

GreenHouse is a label, which denotes that Habitat will
be integrating energy efficiency, indoor air quality,
resource (including water) conservation and material
waste reduction into the project. The homes will be buile
to ENERGY STAR standards resulting in 25 to 30 per
cent lower operating costs for the homeowners, not to
mention a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions of
between two and three tonnes per unit.
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As for the solar dimension, the project will feature roof-
mounted solar panels that will feed power back into the
grid, taking advantage of new provincial government
incentives for renewable energy, The revenues will flow
back to the condo corporation reducing the monthly fees
for all the homeowners.

One of the great things about our Association’s
partnership with Habitat is the way so many of our
individual members have embraced it. A quick glance at
the signage as I arrived for the ground breaking revealed
member support from companies as diverse as TD Bank,
Genworth Financial, The Home Depot, Hanson Brick
and Burgundy Brick.

Having never heard of Butgundy Brick and figuring I
might be able to sell them a membership, I approached
the youthful representatives whereupon I learned that it is
actually a non-profit organization founded by a group of
university students who want merely to give back to the
community, particularly in the area of affordable housing,

I went to www.burgundybrick.org and loved their call to
action, which is “One brick at a time we can help to
change the city we live in by helping the people who live in
it.” If the inspiring young people behind that mission
statement can raise enough money to sponsor a home,
thete must be corporate donors out there who can step up
to join BILD, Burgundy Brick and our fellow home
donors by sponsoring the last three available units. That's
my call to action. For more information visit
www.torontohabitat.on.ca or e-mail me at

sdupuis@bildgta.ca.

Stephen Dupuis is the President and
CEO of the Building Industry and Land
Development Association (BILD). He can
be reached by e-mail at president@
bildgta.ca, or by fax at 416-391-2118.
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Habitat breaks ‘green’
ground at latest build

4 round breaking ceremonies

G are a dime a dozen in our
__* busiress. Don’t get me

wrong, they are importart celebra-
tions, but it can be hard to tell the
difference between the photos of
suits wearing hardhats while cut-
ting ribbons, popping champagne
corks or digging with shiny shov-
els.

Last week. however, I participat-
ed in a ground-breaking that was
special in many ways. First and
foremost, it was for a 20-unit af-
fordable homeownership project
by Habitat for Humanity FToronto
that will provide safe, decent ar:d
affordable homes for 96 men,
women and children currently liv-
ing in substar:dard housing.

With the support of its members,
the Building Industry and Land
Developmer:t Associatior: (BILD)
is proudly sponsoring its sixth
Habitat home at this site at 1500
Weston Rd. This was my first op-
portunity to meet the mother of
the family of four who is eagerly
looking forward to moving out of
shared space with her sister into a
newly built home where she can
better face the challenges of raising
two autistic children.

It’s at moments like these that
the importance of giving back to
the community kits home, literally
and figuratively. Having just met
that very courageous mother, the
comment made by local MPP Lau-
ra Albanese that all the partner
families are “rich in dignity and as-
pirations” seemed so apropos.

This particular ground-breaking
was of the shiny-shovel variety but
the occasion was more about Habi-
tat breaking new ground as a
“green” builder than it was about
turning over some sod. Not only
will this be Habitat’s first Green-
| House certified development, but '
| itwill also be one of the first devel-
opments to take advantage of On-
tario’s new Green Energy Act
through an innovative solar tech-
nology component.

GreenHouse is a label which de-
riotes that Habitat will be integrat-
ing energy efficiency, indoor air
quality, resource (including water)
conservation and material waste
reduction into the project. The
hom:es will be built to Energy Star
standards resulting in 25 per cent
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mention a reduction in green-
house gas emissions of between 2
tonnes and 2 tonnes per unit,

As for the solar dimension, the
project will feature roof-mounted
solar panels that will feed power
back into the grid, taking advan-
tage of new provincial government
incentives for renewable energy.
The revenues will flow back to the
condo corporation reducing the
monthly fees for all the home-
OWLers.

One of the great things about our
association’s partnership with |
Habitat is the way so many of our
individual memn:bers have em-
braced it. A quick glance at the sig-
nage at the ground-breaking re- _
vealed member support from comi- :
panies as diverse as TD Bank Gen-
worth Financial, Home Depot,
Hanson Brick and Burgandy Brick.

Having never Leard of Burgundy
Brick and figuring I might be able
to sell them a membership, I ap-
proached the very youthful repre-
sentatives whereupon I learned
that it is actually a non-profit orga-
nization founded by a group of uni-
versity students who want merely
to give back to the community, par-
ticularly in the area of affordable
housing.

I went to burgundybrick.org and
loved their call to action which is
“one brick at a time we can help to
change the city we live in by help-
ing the people who live in it.” If the
inspiring young people behind that
mission statement can raise
enough money to sponsor a home,
there must be corporate donors
out there who can step-up to join
BILD, Burgundy Brick and our fel-
low home donors by sponsoring
the last three available units.
That’s nzy call to action. For more
information, visit
www.torontohabitat.on.ca,

Stephen Dupuis is president and CEO of
the Building Industry and Land Develop-
ment Association. The views expressed
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Green ground breaking

or Habitat

by stephen dupuis

business. Don't get me wrong, | think they are important

celebrations, but it can be hard to tell the difference between
the photos of suits wearing hard hats while cutting ribbons, popping
champagne corks or digging with shiny shovels,

Recently, however, | participated in a ground breaking that was special in
many ways. First and foremost, it was for a 20-unit affordable home
ownership project by Habitat for Humanity Toronto that will provide safe,
decent and affordable homes for 96 men, women and children currently
living in substandard housing.

With the support of its members, BILD is proudly sponsoring its sixth
Habitat home at this site at 1500 Weston Rd. This was my first
opportunity to meet the mother of the family of four who is eagerly
looking forward to moving out of shared space with her sister into a
newly built home where she can better face the challenges of raising two
autistic children.

It's at moments like these that the importance of giving back to the
community hits home, literally and figuratively. Having just met that
courageous mother, the comment made by local MPP Laura Albanese
that all the partner families are “rich in dignity and aspirations,” seemed
SO apropos.

This particular ground breaking was of the shiny-shovel variety but the
occasion was more about Habitat breaking new ground as a Green
builder than it was about turning over some sod. Not only will this be
Habitat's first GreenHouse-certified development, but it will also be one
of the first developments to take advantage of Ontario's new Green
Energy Act through an innovative solar technology component.

GreenHouse is a label which denotes that Habitat will be integrating
energy efficiency, indoor air quality, resource (including water)
conservation and material waste reduction into the project. The homes
will be buitt to ENERGY STAR standards resulting in 25 to 30 per cent
lower operating costs for the homeowners not to mention a reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions of between two and three tonnes per unit.

As for the solar dimension, the project will feature roof-mounted solar
panels that will feed power back into the grid, taking advantage of new
provincial government incentives for renewable energy. The revenues
will flow back to the condo corporation, reducing the monthly fees for all
the homeowners.

One of the great things about our Association's partnership with
Habitat is the way so many of our individual members have embraced it. A
quick glance at the signage as | arrived for the ground breaking revealed
member support from companies as diverse as TD Bank, Genworth

G round-breaking ceremonies are a dime a dozen in our
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Financial, The Home Depot,
Hanson Brick and Burgundy Brick.

Having never heard of
Burgundy Brick and figuring |
might be able to sell them a
membership, | approached the
youthful representatives
whereupon | learned that it is
actually a non-profit organization
founded by a group of university
students who want merely to give
back to the community, particularly
in the area of affordable housing.

I went to www.burgundybrick.
org and loved their call to action
which is "One brick at a time we
can help to change the city we live
in by helping the people who live in
it" If the inspiring young people
behind that mission statement can
raise enough money to sponsor a
home, there must be corporate
donors out there who can step-up
to join BILD, Burgundy Brick and
our fellow home donors by
sponsoring the last three available
units. That's my call to action.

For more information visit
www.torontohabitat.on.ca or
e-mail me at sdupuis@bildgta.ca.

Stephen Dupuis is the President and CEO of
the Building Industry and Land Development
Association (BILD). He can be reached by
e-mail at president@bildgta.ca, or by fax

at 416.391.2118
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round breaking ceremonies

are a dime a dozen in our

business. Don’t get me wrong,
I think they are important celebra-
tions, but it can be hard to tell the
difference between the photos of
suits wearing hardhats while cutting
ribbons, popping champagne corks or
digging with shiny shovels.

Recently, however, I participated in
a ground-breaking that was special in
many ways. First and foremost, it was
for a 20-unit affordable home owner-
ship project by Habitat for Humanity
Toronto. The project will provide safe,
decent and affordable homes for 96
men, women and children currently
living in substandard housing,

With the support of its members,
BILD is proudly sponsoring its sixth
Habitat home on this site at 1500
Weston Road. This was my first oppor-
tunity to meet the mother of the
family of four who is eagerly looking
forward to moving out of shared space
with her sister into a newly built home
where she can better face the chal-
lenges of raising two autistic children.

It's at moments like these that
the importance of giving back to the
commurity hits home — literally and
figuratively. Having recently met that
very courageous mother, the comment
made by local MPP Laura Albanese
that all the partner families are “rich
in dignity and aspirations” — seemed
SO apropos.

This particular ground-breaking was
of the shiny-shovel variety, but the
occasion was more about Habitat
breaking new ground as a “green”
builder than it was about turning over
some sod. Not only will this be
Habitat's first GreenHouse™ certified

development, but it will also be one of
the first developments to take advan-
tage of Ontario’s new Green Energy
Act through an innovative solar tech-
nology component,

“The project
will provide safe,
decent and
affordable homes
for 96 men,
women and
childven currently
living in
substandard

housing.”

GreenHouse™ is a label which
denotes that Habitat will be integrating
energy efficiency, indoor air quality,
resource (including water) conserva-
tion and material waste reduction into
the project. The homes will be built
to ENERGY STAR® standards resulting
in 25 to 30 per cent lower operating
costs for the homeowners, not to
mention a reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions of between two and three
tonnes per unit.

As for the solar dimension, the proj-
ect will feature roofmounted solar

panels that will feed power back into
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the grid, taking advantage of new
provincial government incentives for
renewable energy. The revenues will
flow back to the condo corporation
reducing the monthly fees for all
the homeowners.

One of the great things about our
Association’s partnership with Habitat
is the way so many of our individual
The
signage on site revealed member

members have embraced it.

support from companies as diverse
as TD Bank, Genworth Financial,
Home Depot, Hanson Brick and
Burgundy Brick.

Having never heard of Burgundy
Brick and figuring T might be able to
sell them a membership, T approached
the very youthful representatives
whereupon 1 learned that it is actually
a non-profit organization founded by
a group of university students who
want merely to give back to the
community, particularly in the area of
affordable housing.

I went to burgundybrick.org and
loved their call to action which is "one
brick at a time we can help to change
the city we live in by helping the
people who live in it." If the inspiring
young people behind that mission
statement can raise enough money to
sponsor a home, there must be corpo-
rate donors out there who can step up
to join BILD, Burgundy Brick and our
fellow home donors by sponsoring the
last three available units. That's my
call to action. For more information
visit torontohabitat.on.ca or email me
at sdupuis@bildgta.ca. #

Stephen Dupuis is President
& CEO of Building ndustry and Land
Development Association (BILD)

homesmag.com
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Habitat for Humanity Toronto CEO Neil Hetherington

centre) with (I-r) Alexandra Nikolajev,

Melanie Cammalleri, Alexandra De Gasperis and Alana De Gasperis of Burgundy Brick.

FOR THE PAST six years, BILD has been a proud
community partner of Habitat for Humanity
Toronto, a partnership which flourished in 2009.
Attendees at BILD’s July 2009 charity BBQ
witnessed a rare off-site dedication ceremony
(Habitat term for turning over the keys) at which
our fifth partner family received the keys to
their new home at the 736 Kingston Road site.
This particular development was masterfully
constructed on a modest 30-foot wide lot, pre-

viously housing only two units. The clever folks

at Habitat managed to leverage this space into
eight homes with enough space left over for a
delightful parkette.

Later in 2009, groundbreaking took place
on a 20-unit affordable homeownership project
at 1500 Weston Road, where BILD is sponsoring
its sixth Habitat home and family. This site is
Habitat’s first GreenHouse-certified development
and one of the first developments to take advan-
tage of Ontario’s new Green Energy Act through

an innovative solar technology component.
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{abitat townho

Hundreds of supporters gathered
earlier this month to break ground
for Canada’s first solar-panel tech-
nology Habitat for Humanity
homes at 1500 Weston Rd.

Twenty townhouses will be built
at the Toronto affiliate’s William’s
Way development, providing safe,
decent and affordable homes for 96
women, men and children current-
ly living in substandard housing,

The solar build will also showesase
GreenHouse certified construction
standards and will be 25 to 30 per
cent more energy efficient than
those built to minimum Ontario
Building Code standards,

“As a nonprofit homebuilder that
has adopted a ‘green’ building mod-
el, Habitat Toronto is setting an ex-
ample for housing solutions and
the larger building community,”
says Habitat for Humanity Toron-
to’s chief executive officer, Neil
Hetherington.

“Our model is about sustainability
- social, economic and environ-
mental. Our decision to build
GreenHouse homes is about pro-
tecting both the pocketbooks of our
partner families and the environ-
ment for future generations.”

The Home Depot Canada Foun-
dation, the newly established chari-
table arm of the Home Depot Cana-
da, is title sponsor of the build and
has a two-year, $550,000 commit-
ment to Habitat Toronto for this
site as well as the upcoming 4572
Kingston Rd. site. TD Bank Finan-
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From left, Mayor David Miller, Maple Reinders Constructors Ltd. project director David Mason, Habitat for
Humanity Toronto CEO Neil Hetherington, district vice-president of TD commercial banking Sara Thomson and
Habitat for Humanity Toronto board chair Toni Rossi, break ground on Habitat's new home on Bermoncsey Rd.

installation will offset condo fees
that Habitat homeowners would
typically pay, allowing them to put
money aside for their children’s ed-
ucation or their retirement.

(BILD president Stephen Dupuis

e T

ple, decent and affordable — is at
155 Bermondsey Rd. (near Eglinton
Ave. E. and the DVP), will integrate
their existing offices, ReStore facil-
ities and Home Building Factory.
Developer Maple Reinders has en-

ergy and Environmental Design)
Silver specification.

Adaptable plans will allow for po-
tential expansion, additional green
space, and a daycare centre.

“We are also thrilled that in cen-

ar-powered

sense of community within the
Habitat family, but will also build
hope for the organization in realiz-
ing its mission to serve families in
need in the future.”

* Go to www.torontohabitat.on.ca
for more information on Habitat
for Humanity as well as details on
how to volunteer.

TALK ABOUT LUXURY

The Residences at The RitzCarl-
ton opened their new presentation
centre at174 Front S, W. recently to
an overwhelming response.

The sales centre and model suite
were both designed by multi-
award-winning Munge Leung De-
sign Associates and are elegant
showpieces for the new contempo-
rary flair of The RitzCarlton brand.

“There is a real New York feel to
the surroundings, which is perfect
for international high-end buyers
looking for sophistication and
timelessness in design,” says Ales-
sandro Munge. “The building is an
architectural gem on the outside,
making a dramatic statement on
the skyline, while the inside is truly
residential, offering the warmth
and comfort of home.”

The model encompasses 2,300 of
the 5,700 square feet at the pre-
sentation centre.

Among the artwork in the pre-
sentation centre is an amber-col-
oured sculpture on the ceilingbylo-
cal glassblower Jeff Goodman.

Construction is so far along on the
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Habitat townhouse

Hundreds of supporters gathered
earlier this month to break ground
for Canada’s first solar-panel tech-
nology Habitat for Humanity
homes at 1500 Weston Rd.

Twenty townhouses will be built
at the Toronto affiliate’s William’s
Way development, providing safe,
decent and affordable homes for 96
women, men and children current-
ly living in substandard housing,

The solar build will also showcase
GreenHouse certified construction
standards and will be 25 to 30 per
cent more energy efficient than
those built to minimum Ontario
Building Code standards.

“As a nonprofit homebuilder that
has adopted a ‘green’ building mod-
el, Habitat Toronto is setting an ex-
ample for housing solutions and
the larger building community,”
says Habitat for Humanity Toron-
to’s chief executive officer, Neil
Hetherington.

“Our model is about sustainability
- social, economic and environ-
mental. Our decision to build
GreenHouse homes is about pro-
tecting both the pocketbooks of our
partner families and the environ-
ment for future generations.”

The Home Depot Canada Foun-
dation, the newly established chari-
table arm of the Home Depot Cana-
da, is title sponsor of the build and
has a two-year, $550,000 commit-
ment to Habitat Toronto for this
site as well as the upcoming 4572
Kingston Rd. site. TD Bank Finan-
cial Group, which purchased the
building site, is also a corporate
partner and recently launched a
carbon offset program with Habitat
for Humanity.

Revenue received from the solar

bitat.ca

From left, Mayor David Miller, Maple Reinders Constructors Ltd. project director avid Mason, Habitat for

Humanity Toronto CEO Neil Hetherington,
Habitat for Humanity Toronto board chair Toni Rossi, break ground on Habitat

installation will offset condo fees
that Habitat homeowners would
typically pay, allowing them to put
money aside for their children’s ed-
ucation or their retirement.

(BILD president Stephen Dupuis
comments on Habitat’s green build
on page H12.)
¢ It's been a busy time for Habitat
for Humanity Toronto, as it broke
ground on its own new home.

The building — described as sim-

ple, decent and affordable — is at
155 Bermondsey Rd. (near Eglinton
Ave. E. and the DVP), will integrate
their existing offices, ReStore facil-
ities and Home Building Factory.
Developer Maple Reinders has en-
sured that the new space will stay
true to the Habitat building model,
using affordable building materials,
much of which will be donaied.
This will be an eco-conscious space
boasting LEED (Leadership in En-

district vice-president of TD commercial banking Sara Thomson and
's new home on Bermondsey Rd.

ergy and Environmental Design)
Silver specification.

Adaptable plans will aliow for po-
tential expansion, additional green
space, and a daycare centre.

“We are also thrilled that in cen-

tralizing Habitat Toronto’s work- .

spaces we will be able to bring to-
gether staff, volunteers, partner
families and donors under one
roof,” says Hetherington. “This
change will not only build a greater

g0 solar-powered

sense of community within the
Habitat family, but will also build
hope for the organization in realiz-
ing its mission to serve families in
need in the future.”

» Go to www.torontohabitat.on.ca
for more information on Habitat
for Humanity as well as details on
how to volunteer.

TALK ABOUT LUXURY

The Residences at The RitzCarl-
ton opened their new presentation
centre at 174 Front S. W. recently to
an overwhelming response.

The sales centre and model suite
were both designed by multi-
award-winning Munge Leung De-
sign Associates and are elegant
showpieces for the new contempo-
rary flair of The RitzCarlton brand.

“There is a real New York feel to
the surroundings, which is perfect
for international high-end buyers
looking for sophistication and
timelessness in design,” says Ales-
sandro Munge. “The building is an
architectural gem on the outside,
making a dramatic statement on
the skyline, while the inside is truly
residential, offering the warmth
and comfort of home.”

The model encompasses 2,300 of
the 5,700 square feet at the pre-
sentation centre.

Among the artwork in the pre-
sentation centre is an amber-col-
oured sculpture on the ceiling by lo-
cal glassblower Jeff Goodman.

Construction is so far along on the
iconic building that topping-off is
slated to occur before the end of the
year. There are only a limited num-
ber of units remaining. Visit
www.theresidencestoronto.com or
call 416-591-1000 for information.




